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About the 
Institute

T he Institute will be held at Vermont Technical College in Randolph, 
beginning at 8am on Monday, June 25 and concluding on Friday, 
June 29, 2012. Overnight accommodations are available for those 

who wish to stay. A fi nal required conference will be held in January, 2013 
at the University of Vermont in Burlington.

During the week, participants attend sessions held specifi cally for their 
strand of choice, as well as sessions held for all institute participants. 
There are small group discussions, and a variety of special events, 
including some with visiting teams and students. Every effort is made to 
model best middle level practice throughout the Institute.
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Strands
Nature and Needs of Young Adolescents

Middle Grades Organization

Middle Grades Curriculum

Embedded Literacy in Middle Grades

Middle School is Not a Building

Middle Schooling for Post-secondary Success

Middle Grades Learners and Technology

Literacy in the Content Areas

Analyze the latest brain-based education research to  
learn how to integrate effective instruction for 

young adolescents.

Explore developmentally appropriate school  
structures for young adolescents–teaming,  

block scheduling, shared governance, transitions, teacher advisories, 
and more.

Reflect on an integrative, developmental approach to 
curriculum, instruction and assessment that is 

geared toward the nature and needs of middle schoolers.

Create and implement technology-enhanced solutions  
to support team teaching, an inclusive classroom 

culture, engaging instructional methods, and integrated learning.

Learn why it’s a struggle for some learners to read and write 
and how to foster excitement for literacy across all 

content areas in grades 5-9.

Analyze content specific text to integrate literacy of  
the Common Core with the content areas of 

middle grades.

Collaborate with teammates or work individually 
on your own professional goals and 

projects, using the policy document, Middle School Is Not a Building, 
as a guide.

Focus on how college access differs for students and learn  
to foster equal postsecondary opportunities and 

choices for all learners.

Information & Registration 

Pricing

Credits and Endorsement

Participants take only one strand per institute.  
The first four are applicable to earning the  
Vermont middle grades endorsement. 

Strands may be taken for three graduate credits 
from Johnson State College, Saint Michael’s 
College, or University of Vermont, or taken for 
non-credit / 45 professional development hours.

All participants will receive VAMLE membership.  
All participants are encouraged to stay for the week and 
accommodations are included in the cost of the institute.

$1,000

Non-credit  

$1,500

Credit  

 register@middlegradesinstitute.org 

Faculty

Dr. Ken Bergstrom
Stone Soup Consulting 

Dr. Penny Bishop –  
Institute Co-Director 
University of Vermont

Kathleen Brinegar
Johnson State College

Dana Cummings
Essex Middle School 

John Downes
University of Vermont 

Lindsey Halman
Edge Academy 

Rita MacDonald
Saint Michael's College

Dr. James Nagle –  
Institute Co-Director 
Saint Michael’s College 

Meg O’Donnell
Alpha Team, 
Shelburne Community School 

Dr. Cynthia Reyes
University of Vermont 

Ken Reissig
University of Vermont 

Joe Rivers
Brattleboro Area Middle School 

Heather Schneider
Vermont Student Assistance Corp. 

Dov Stucker
Hunt Middle School 

Dr. Mary Jackman Sullivan
Emeritus, University of Vermont 

Dr. Regina Toolin
University of Vermont 

  middlegradesinstitute.org  (802) 635-1449	   Vermont-Middle-Grades-Summer-Institute
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